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The Case of Exoneration of Brian Banks
Introduction
The Justice system contributes a lot in helping the society deal with many of the crimes that are committed. They analyze most of the facts that have been brought against the accused and thus dispel out justice that is fair and which measures to the crime that has been committed. The evidence presented in court is thus critical in ensuring that the people who have committed the crime are convicted. It is, however, important to note that the justice system is also faced with a number of issues in relation to the investigation and conviction of persons accused of crimes. This has often resulted in some of the people being wrongfully convicted only to be exonerated years later. This points to a lack of proper investigation on the side of the police officers and the lack of scrutiny by the judicial officers. Brian Banks is one such person that has been wrongfully jailed only to be exonerated six years after almost completing his term.
Original Crime and how Investigations Led to the Suspect’s Arrest
Brian Banks was a popular football star who was arrested and subsequently charged in a court of law in 2002 after being accused of committing rape. Mr. Banks was at the time of the arrest only 17 years, which in reality meant that he was a minor offender as he had not yet attained the age of 18. He was then convicted for a period of six years. Mr. Brian Banks found himself in this position as a result of the charges that were pressed by one Gibson who Banks considered to be his girlfriend at that particular time. According to the chief investigator, Miss Gibson field report indicating that Banks had defiled her as they were relaxing and enjoying themselves at the long beach polytechnic high school (Christiana, 2012). The report indicated that although the two used to spend most of the time together, Miss Gibson was still not comfortable with having sexual intercourse with Bank. She understood the relationship to be more of friends than of lovers. Therefore, Banks violated this by forcing himself on her and thus the reason for the charges pressed. The investigator thus took note of the report and commenced operations that eventually led to Mr. Banks being arrested and charged. It is important to note that the investigators only relied on the report that was filed by Miss Gibson and the pressure that they put on Banks. He was a teenage boy at the time and thus was too afraid of the issues that were going on and the fact that he faced time in prison. In the process of investigations, his attorneys advised him to plead to no contest as opposed to going to trial which would most likely result in a conviction for not less than 41 years. Word of mouth by Gibson and the report that she filed to the police were, therefore, used by the investigators in getting a conviction for Banks. The judge handling the case sentenced him to six years in prison.
How the Suspect Went About Seeking Exoneration
The accused was sentenced for six years which he duly served before beginning his parole. This was after being registered as a sexual offender. In as much as he was convicted, Brian Banks knew that he was innocent and thus had to find a way to appeal and have the court decision reversed. Most of the inmates find it difficult to get justice once they are locked up as the process is one that involves a lot of technicalities and also the fact that there is really no one to push on with the case. This took a dramatic turn with the introduction of the innocence project by California State. 
The California innocence project is a project that was started by a group of individuals who wanted to assist the inmates by giving them a chance to elaborate on their convictions and thus ensure that justice is fairly discharged (Christiana, 2012). This was after several inmates complained of being tried and convicted for crimes that they did not commit. It is during this time that Banks applied to the California innocence project for his case to be picked up. He was rather successful as they were interested in the case since it related to the issue of rape and the fact that they had managed to exonerate a certain number of people as a result of their case being reviewed. Therefore, they agreed to proceed with the case and filed the necessary documentation to kick-start the review process with the hope of exonerating Brian Banks.
How the Exoneration Occurred
The California Innocence Project accepted to take up the case of Brian Banks and thus, the process started immediately. They had a great sense of hope due to the number of cases that they had managed to successfully win concerning sexual offenses. The Brian Banks case was no different as there were a number of people that were used to falsely accuse people of raping them this contributing to them being convicted for a lot of years for crimes that they did not commit. They sought to go after Gibson, who was the victim and the only person present at the time that the incident took place. The fact that her statement had carried a lot of weight in the determination of whether or not Brian Banks was guilty or not meant that the project had to interact with her in to ascertain the truth behind the claims. 
They also sought to get the medical reports that had been used in confirming the fact that she was raped. The procedure requires the victim to present themselves for a medical assessment, which is then used as evidence in a court of law. The fact that the victim never went for a medical checkup raised suspicion on the side of the California investigators as this was a crucial piece of evidence that was missing. They also analyzed the report that was filed by the victim. The police investigators who dealt with the crime only relied on her word that she was raped and this was subsequently used to convict him (Hail-Jares, Lowrey-Kinberg, Dunn & Gould, 2018). It was during the engagement with her that she was finally able to recant her preliminary hearing report that Banks raped her. She further went on to divulge that the two had been making out heavily but did not have any sexual intercourse. They were teenagers playing around and curious of the issue of sexuality but the parents got involved and things went out of hand. The private investigator recorded her confession and this was taken to the dissect attorney office who launched further investigations. A thorough review of the evidence presented found that Banks was wrongfully convicted and this led to his exoneration.
Errors that Occurred on the Part of the Justice System
The Brian Banks case revealed a lot of errors that the justice system officers committed in the process of investigating, arresting and convicting him. The errors were catastrophic as they saw the accused serving six years and five years in parole for a crime that he did not commit. One of the errors was the fact that the investigators never did any meaningful investigation apart from relying on what Gibson had to say. They took her word as the gospel truth and thus went on to arrest Banks without the process of investigation happening. This is a big error considering the fact that police officers are required by law to fully carry out investigations before they can arrest and charge someone in a court of law (Christiana, 2012). The investigations have to be thorough and detailed and capable of clearing doubt as to the guiltiness of the accused. The investigators charged with this case never adhered to that and this resulted in Banks suffering for a crime that he did not commit.
Another error that occurred was the lack of the medical assessment report that the rape victims usually get after visiting the medical facility. The individuals who have suffered rape need to immediately visit a medical facility in order for them to be assessed and the same report to be used to confirm that they have indeed suffered sexual assault. The medical report is presented in court as a piece of crucial evidence that will most likely put the accused at the center of the crime. This is due to the use of DNA to analyze the semen that may be found on the victim. The victim never bothered to go to the hospital and this can be related to the fact that she knew no rape had taken place and that the whole story was just a fabrication of information to victimize Brian Banks. The investigators never bothered to ask her for the same as a requirement in their investigation and this shows the kind of laxity and shoddy work that the investigators engaged in.
The justice system through the judge also failed to closely scrutinize the evidence that was presented in court and ascertain whether or not they met the legal threshold. They were in a hurry to get over with the case because the victim had already reported that it had taken place and the fact that the accused had entered a no plead response. The fact that he had entered a no plead response does not mean that he was guilty and thus the judge ought to have asked for more evidence before administering the judgment.
Conclusion
There are a lot of convicts just like Banks who have been charged wrongfully and are thus rotting in jail for crimes that they are not aware about. This is as a result of the shoddy investigations that are carried out by police officers. They do not wish to take their time to come up with comprehensive investigations that will result in a conviction that is fair and just. They hurriedly collect a number of facts without establishing their authenticity and this results in people being convicted wrongfully. The actions of the police officers are as a result of the promotions that they want for successfully convicting people or the ratings of the police department that they are serving. It is therefore important that members of the judicial system work in the correct manner which will result in the evidence that is brought before court being sufficient enough and thus ensure that the right people are convicted as opposed to having wrongful convictions. This will improve on how justice is dispensed to all the people who are wrongly convicted.
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